Position of the human X inactivation center on Xq.
In three women with a 46,XXq- chromosome constitution, the length of the deletion was expressed as the ratio of the remaining part of Xq to Xp c' over a + b. In one of them (KH) this ratio was 0.33, in another (GE) 0.59, and in the third (AP) the ratio fell between these values. The break in KH is more or less on the border of the Q-dark proximal region. A comparison with relevant X-autosomal translocations indicates that the X inactivation center lies near, but not at the border of, the Q-dark and the adjoining bright region (c and d).